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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

Last year more than 15 million
Americans visited Washington. At
least five of them did not like
what they found. They are the

task force which did most of the
work on this special issue about
Washington, D.C.; Managing Edi-
tor Peter Blake, Senior Editors
Donald Canty and David Carlson,
Researcher Anne LeCrenier, and
a former Associate Editor, Warren
Cox (three of whom have been
sometime residents of the Dis-
trict). Together or separately they
held some 75 personal interviews
with presidential advisers, district
commissioners, agency heads, ar-
chitects, economists, businessmen,
sociologists—and a few highly
vocal cab drivers. Their findings
are on pages 43-106.

Renewal, planning, and the
business and Negro communities
were probed by Senior Editor
Carlson, who also played a major
role in Forun’s special issue on

Chicago (May °62).

The city’s power structure and
its resulting architecture were coyv-
ered by the newest member of
the staff, Senior Editor Donald
Canty (photo above). A native
Californian (University of Santa
Clara, '50), Canty took his mas-
ter’'s degree in  journalism af
Northwestern University, later be-
came cditor of Western Architect
and Enpgineer (where he took on
hoth Sacramento, in a fight to get
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the state to use private architects,
and San Francisco, in a special
1ssue not unlike this one on Wash-
ington). Most recently he was
Director of Public Information of
the American Institute of Archi-
tects, headquartered in the capital.
Keeping an eye on the capital
IS a major responsibility of Asso-
ciate Editor Richard Saunders
(photo above), who is permanent-
ly based in Washington. Since
FDR’s first administration, Saun-
ders has worked 12 months a year
taking the national pulse on
Capitol Hill. He has covered
countless building developments
under four Presidents, 28 sessions
of Congress, and various changing
government activities, from the
Subsistence Homestead Division
of NRA in 1934 to the antibias
housing order late in 1962.

In forthcoming issues, Forunm
will  continue one of its most
asked-for features: the listing of
the 100 biggest U.S. architectural
firms, contractors, and corporate
clients. Several thousand firms
will receive a questionnaire about
the amount of building volume
they did in 1962, including all
whose volume 1s believed to have
exceeded $5 million. If your firm
qualifies but has not appeared in
previous tabulations, please drop
us a note to make sure you are
included on the list. —j.c.mm., JR.
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